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California

California Approves Revised Rule
For Fall Protection Near Skylights

revised fall protection rule for California workers
A laboring within 6 feet of a skylight takes effect
July 1, following the standard’s recent approval by
the state’s Occupational Safety and Health Standards
Board. )

‘The update makes several significant changes to the
state’s current rule (Title 8, Section 3212), such as set-
ting specifications for screens and nets installed below
skylights and requiring training for workers if their
safety depends on nets.-

" The revision didn’t change such fall protection provi-
sions as allowing the use of guardrails and fall protec-
tion systems attached to workers.

Proposed in 2012. The revisions were first proposed
in a 2012 rulemaking petition to the state standards
board from the California Solar Energy Industries Asso-
ciation (61 CLR 598, 8/13/15).

The association, which represents companies that in-
stall solar panels, said the old rule was written when
many skylights were made from glass not likely to with-
stand a fall and didn’t take into account using passive
safety systems such as screens and nets beneath sky-
lights,

ngth the revision, screens below skyhghts such as
bm glar bars, would be acceptable fail protection mea-
suies if the mle s requirements are met. The screens
would have to be within 2 feet of the skylight opening,
satisfy state strength minimums of being able to hold at
least 400 pounds and have gu[lwmk openings of no
more than 12 inches.

Also, the skylight itself would be an acceptable fail
pmtectum measure if the skylight meets state fall pro-
tection sirength and weight requirements and the em-
ployer has documentation froni the manufacturer stat-

ing so.
Net Results. Netting underneath skylights would be

acceptable if the nets meet-rule requirements. The net-
_ting mandates include that each net be no more than

12-feet square, have the ability to absorb a 400-pound

load dropped from 42 inches above and have a maxi-
‘mum mesh size of no more than 6 inches on any side,
the rule says.

If nets are used, they will have to be inspected daily,

including a once-weekly check by a competent person.
In addition, employees who may fall into the nets will
have to be trained to recognize the hazards of falling
intc a net,
Underside screens and nets couldn't be used if bro-
ken skylight glass or other material could impale a
worker who landed on the screen.
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The rule and background information is available at
hitp://src.bna.com/fehb.

In Brief

Tennessee Tightens Injury Notice Requirement
Employees in Tennessee will have less time to report

‘an on-the-job injury to be eligible for workers’ compen-

sation under a bill (8.B. 2582) signed into law by Gov.
Bill Haslam (R) April 28.

Effective July 1, the new law decreases from 30 days
to 15 days the period during which a worker must no-
tify an employer in writing about an injury suffered on
the job to qualify for workers’ compensation. A ‘rea-
sonable excuse’ for failing to meet the deadline will
continue to be allowed (Tenn. Code Ann. § 50-6-201),

The reduced timeline also will apply to situations in
which injuries occur as the result of gradual or cumula-
tive evénts or {rauma, In such cases, notice has to be
given after employees know or 1easonab1y should know
they have suffered a work-related 1njury that has re-
sulted in permanent physical mlpanment or renders
them unable to continue to work,

S.B. 2582 also allows for the payment of employees’
attorney fees when an employer fails to provide the ap-
propriate care or medical supplies provided for in a
compensation
hearing order or judgment, or when an employer
wrongfully denies a claim. Text of 5.B. 2582 is available
at http:f/src.bna.com/ekF.

Kentucky to Consider Fall Protection Revisions

Kentucky could be the next state to adopt federal
OSHA’s requirement that residential construction
workers be protected from falls whenever they are 6
feet or higher above a working surface.

Kentuecky's current tuggel height for many residen-
tial construction activities is 10 feet. The Occupational
Safety and Health Administration is pushing for the
three state programs that haven't adopted the 6-foot
requirement—California, Kentucky and
Washington—to comply by the end of 2016 (62 CLR 15,
3/3/16).

The Kentucky Occupational Safety and HeaEth Stan--

" dards Board will consider amending the state’s rule,

803 KAR 2:412, at its annual meeting on May 10, ac-
cording to the session’s agenda. Details of the meeting
are available at http:/labor.ky.gov/dowsfoshp/Pages/

. OSH-Standards-Board.aspx.
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