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 Among all the other changes the COVID-

19 virus has caused in the world, it has also 

impacted our negotiation process over our 

Inside Wireman Agreement with Local 302. 

The Order from the Contra Costa County 

Health Department, originally issued in 

March, with several subsequent revisions, 

prohibits public and private meetings of any 

kind.  The negotiating teams met on March 

5th to exchange proposals, but have had to 

postpone further meetings because of the 

Order.  

 Earlier this week the parties agreed to a 

two month extension to the agreement, which takes us through July 31, 2020.  The CIR also 

postponed the scheduled May session until mid-July.  As of today, our plan is to meet for a 

series of meetings in the month of June, assuming the Order is modified to allow us to meet. 

 For the time being, all terms and conditions (wages, fringe benefits, hours of work, etc.) 

will remain the same through July 31, 2020. 

UPDATE ON 2020 INSIDE NEGOTIATIONS 



   NECA, Inc. has made their eSafetyLine COVIC-19 Module available to all members.  

The module contains a written Infectious Disease Program, COVID-19 Protection Plan, 

Checklist, Visitor Screening Form, Pre-Entry Survey, and On-The-Job Training materials. 

Module Content 

  Management and Administration 

Infectious Disease Program 
COVID-19 Protection Plan 
COVID-19 Protection Checklist 
OSHA Risk Assessment Criteria 
Pre-Entry Survey 
NIOSH Hierarchy of Controls 

Essential Employee Letter 
Employee Notification Letter 

Visitor Screening Tool 
OSHA's Workplace Guidance 
OSHA’s COVID-19 Web Page 
CDC Coronavirus Website 

  

 Formerly, the NECA Safety Expert System, the NECA eSafetyLine is the paid 

subscription service that NECA offers to its members that provides users with a company 

safety manual, written safety programs, NFPA 70E PPE Selector, Lockout Guide, and 

Supervisors Guide.  Additional program features include a library of wireman talks; 

lineman talks and robust recordkeeping system.  The news and information section 

changes monthly and the features, functions, and content are updated quarterly.  While the 

COVID-19  Module is free to all members, you may want to look into the merits of the entire 

program. 

 

 NECA, Inc. also recently updated its guidance on PPP Loan Forgiveness in 

the form of Questions and Answers, which can be accessed here. 

NECA, Inc. Website Resource Center 

Training and Communication 

Talk | Understanding COVID-19 

Talk | Assessing the Risk 
Talk | Symptoms and Response 

Talk | Basic Protection Methods 
Talk | Social Distancing 
Activity | Policies and Work Practices 

Activity | Entering Occupied Buildings 
Activity | Visitor Screening Tool 
Test | COVID-19 Test  

http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/Infectious_Disease_Prog.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_ProtecPlan.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_controls.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/ref/OSHA_Risk_Assessment_Criteria.pdf
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_Pre-Entry.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/ref/niosh_Hierarchy.pdf
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_EssenEmp.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_EmpNotif.docx
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/admin/cov19_VisitorScreen.docx
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://www.ccneca.org/Coronavirus_LegalWebinar2Q-A-5-4.pdf
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/ttalk_c19About.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/ttalk_c19Risk.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/ttalk_c19Symptoms.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/ttalk_c19Prevent.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/ttalk_c19Social.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/act_c19Protect.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/act_c19Enter.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/act_c19Visitor.doc
http://www.esafetyline.net/IPDDocs/InfectiousDisease/covid-19/train/test_c19.doc


 Statewide Resources 

 Eddie Bernacchi, our legislative advocate in Sacramento has focused his efforts on the aspects 

of COVID-19 unique to California, especially with regard to proposed regulations that would 

exclude COVID-19 claims from your experience mod.  Click here to see the latest Politico Alert.  

Cal/OSHA 

  Safety and Health Guidance “COVID-19 Infection Prevention in Construction” 

 California employers are required to establish and implement an Injury and Illness Prevention 

Program (IIPP) to protect employees from worksite hazards, including infectious diseases.  This 

guidance does not impose any new legal obligations.  In contains information for construction 

employers on ways to update their IIPPs to include information on employee training and 

preventing the spread of coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), the virus that causes COVID-19, at 

construction sites.  This is mandatory in most California workplaces since COVID-19 is 

widespread in the community. 

Local Level 

 REVISED HEALTH ORDER 
 

Effective at 11:59 p.m. on May 3, 2020 and will continue to be in effect until 11:59 p.m. on May 31, 2020, or until it is 
extended, rescinded, superseded, or amended in writing by the Health Officer. 

 
 It appears the revised Order from the Contra Costa Health Services Department will allow all 

construction to go forward, provided the employers meet the requirements in Appendix B-1 or B-2, 

which are determined by the size of the Project. 

 Revised Order Documentation from the Contra Costa Health Services Department 

•    Full Health Order 

•    Executive Summary 

•    Press Release 

•    Bay Area Health Officers' Indicators for Assessing Progress on Containing COVID-19 

•    Appendix A: Social Distancing Protocol form (updated April 29, 2020) 

•    Appendix B-1: Small Construction Project Safety Protocol 

•    Appendix B-2: Large Construction Project Safety Protocol 

•    Frequently Asked Questions 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/COVID-19-Infection-Prevention-in-Construction.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_2dab3537d3114d5ca146122f4bd12963.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_cd947e06f95a4dffb2b9066c9aecc181.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_d5b1eba476f64b55919b0760d951367c.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_dca644005baf48d981764eb3287dbd30.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_8ba5f46399ac4eb193af56699fdee960.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_8e95f4cb0adb4919a3535a7925c72fd5.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_a9bc784d162546c0b5b0e0fb44084b44.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_e6c4761279c94e88a2f9afe49ae252af.pdf


 

 
 

Read whole article here. 

 

Using bar soap. 

Sure, soap cleans hands, but bars are actually breeding grounds for germs when they’re used by multiple people. Opt for liquid 
soap formulas instead. 

 

Sharing hand towels. 

Sharing is caring—except when it comes to germs. Do your family a favour and give every member of the household his or her very 
own hand towel for the bathroom. Launder the towels at least once a week—or more, if you have small kids—to prevent bacteria 
buildup in fabric. 

 
Texting on the toilet. 

When nature calls, germs (including fecal matter!) are released into the air 
and can land on surfaces… like your phone. Even if you wash your hands 
before leaving the bathroom, that bacteria is still stuck on your screen. Leave 
your phone behind the next time you make a trip to the restroom. 

 

Drying hands with the air dryer. 

Using a public restroom? You may want to skip the air dryer to dry hands. Here’s why: A study published in Applied and 
Environmental Microbiology found that they can disperse bacteria throughout the room, including onto just-washed hands. Gross! 
Your best bet when in public? Use paper towels (and use them to open any doors to avoid picking up germs on your way out). If 
there are no paper towels, just shake your hands dry. 

 

Leaving the toilet lid up when flushing. 

That lid is there for a reason! According to the American Journal of Infection Control, when you 
flush, the contents of the toilet (water and otherwise) get tossed around, sending a spray flying into 
the air that contains microscopic bacteria. If you don’t close the toilet lid, the bacteria can 
contaminate your hands, bathroom surfaces, and even objects like toothbrushes. 

Opening things with your teeth. 

Yes, sometimes when you can’t get a package open, it may seem more convenient (and, occasionally, more effective!) to get it 
started using your choppers. However, not only can this be potentially damaging to your teeth, but it can also spread germs. In 
addition to the germs from your own mouth being transferred to the package, you’re also making contact with any germs that were 
already present on the packaging. 

Blowing out birthday candles. 

Unless your birthday wish is to have germs all over your cake, you might want to reconsider this 
common tradition. When you blow out candles, you release bacteria that’s been inside your mouth. 
And guess where it goes? Toward the target of that air: the surface of the cake. While there’s a slim 
chance of actually getting sick from these germs, it’s still a little icky—especially since a study showed 
that blowing out candles causes the amount of bacteria on the surface of a cake to increase by 1,400 
per cent. 

 
 
Eating at your desk. 

Now you have an excuse to get up, walk around, and actually take a break during your lunch 
break. Not to gross you out, but your computer keyboard is most likely home to some serious 
germs, unless you clean it regularly. If you eat your food on the same surface as your 
keyboard, you run the risk of ingesting those germs, which are definitely not on the menu! 

https://www.readersdigest.ca/health/healthy-living/germ-spreading-habits/
https://aem.asm.org/content/84/8/e00044-18
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4692156/
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/jfr/article/view/67217/37099


 
 
Statewide SIP Order Updated - All Construction Activities Still Authorized 
 
 The Newsom administration has updated the critical infrastructure worker definitions that apply 

to the statewide shelter in place (SIP) order.  All construction activities continue to be authorized 

under the statewide order.  The designation of “Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers” for the 

construction industry can be found under the new sector title of “Industrial, Commercial, Residential 

and Sheltering Facilities and Services.” 
 
 

Bay Area SIP Order Updated – All Construction May Resume 
 
 The seven Bay Area jurisdictions (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and 

Santa Clara counties, as well as the city of Berkeley which has its own health department), who had 

previously issued very restrictive shelter in place (SIP) orders related to construction, have officially 

updated and extended their SIP orders through May 31st.  
 

 Under the new orders, all construction activities will be allowed to resume so long as projects 

comply with strict safety protocols. Authorized construction under the new Bay Area orders, is now 

the same as what is authorized in the statewide SIP order. Please note that the Bay Area orders 

additionally require that projects meet the “Construction Safety Protocols” listed in “Appendix B” 

which is incorporated into the Bay Area orders by reference.   
 

 You can review a version of the new Bay Area orders here. “Appendix B” information can be 

found at the very bottom of the orders. The new orders take effect May 4th.  
 
 

Cal/OSHA Issues Industry Specific Guidance  
 
 Cal/OSHA has issued guidance to the construction industry on COVID-19 jobsite safety practices. 

While some counties and agencies have issued guidelines individually, this is the first industry 

specific guidance issued by Cal/OSHA on COVID-19 worker protections. This guidance should be 

used as a baseline. It’s encouraged that contractors update their safety plans to include the Cal/

OSHA provisions as minimum guidelines. 

 
 

WCIRB Proposes Critical Exemptions  
 
 We are advocating for the adoption of Workers’ Compensation Insurance Rating Bureau of 

California (WCIRB) proposed regulations that would exclude COVID-19 claims from a contractor’s 

experience modification rating and also exclude, from reported payroll, payments made to 

employees who are continuing to be paid while not engaged in any work activities. Each of the 

proposed regulations will provide a significant benefit to contractors. The next step in the process is 

approval by the Insurance Commissioner at a hearing scheduled for May 18th.  We are working to 

https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkerspdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkerspdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/order-health-officer-050420.aspx?mc_cid=634de84af2&mc_eid=775870ac90
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/COVID-19-Infection-Prevention-in-Construction.pdf
https://www.wcirb.com/sites/default/files/documents/july_1_2020_special_regulatory_filing-complete.pdf
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Webinar 11:00 a.m. 

Culture, Coronavirus 
and Recovery  

May 2020 

Contra Costa Chapter, NECA 

www. 

https://www.necanet.org/about-us/calendar/event-details/2020/05/06/default-calendar/culture-coronavirus-and-recovery-webinar---wednesday-may-6-2020--200-300-pm-et

